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The relationship between the performing arts and politics is contro-
versial. Political dimensions are being sought in the content of the 
performances as well as in the production forms and processes. 
How political are theatre or dance performances by artists with a 
disability if they serve as a vehicle for social discourse? Even if a 
sense of identification between the audience and the performers 
with a disability can be created within postdramatic and performa-
tive theatre, the risk remains that the performers on stage will be 
reduced to their disability. How political is the trend to move away 
from the usual patterns of representation through the appearance 
of non-normative bodies? Is the participation of an artist with a 
disability in a theatre or dance performance intrinsically political, 
is it a trend which can underline the limits of theatre or simply a 
way to broaden aesthetic possibilities and experiences? 

Reflecting the current trend to present dissident bodies on stage

Without pretending to represent all the positions on this topic, the 
IntegrART symposium invites you to debate and experience the 
political dimensions of artistic strategies by and with people with 
a disability.The speakers from Switzerland and abroad all work in 
dance, theatre, performance or in the field of research, may or may 
not have a disability, and will be exploring these questions 
through academic presentations, talks, debates, a masterclass, 
performances and building conversations. 

MANAGER SYMPOSIUM: Ketty Ghnassia  
ADVISOR SYMPOSIUM: Gunda Zeeb

Symposium: Zurich, 29/30 March 2017 • Masterclass: 31 March/1 April 2017
Tanzhaus Zürich & Gessnerallee Zürich

On Politics and Bodies

IntegrART, a Migros Culture Percentage networking project, actively supports the inclu-
sion of artists with a disability within art and society.

Since 2007, the biennial initiative has been linking up local 
festivals, presenting national and international productions, and 
organising symposiums in cooperation with key partners. Enabling 
artists with a disability to become part of the standard cultural 
scene is not just a question of representativity and social justice, it 
is also about artists with a disability bringing new forms and 
experiences to the arts. Their enriching contribution helps broaden 
the spectrum of possibilities; it is a plus for the producers as well 
as the audience. The general public is still not sufficiently aware of 
this, and even open-minded contemporaries often know little about 
it. That's why since 2007 IntegrART has been sending remarkable 
dance pieces by and with artists with a disability on tour and 
organising a conference with experts every other year.

An international Migros Culture Percentage symposium organised 
as part of IntegrART. 2017 in cooperation with Tanzhaus Zürich 
and Gessnerallee Zürich. With the support of the Federal Bureau 
for the Equality of People with Disabilities FBED, the Foundation 
Corymbo and the Migros Cooperative Zurich.

The Migros Culture Percentage is a voluntary initiative by Migros, 
incorporated in its articles of association that demonstrates the 
company’s responsibility towards society. Migros is committed to 
providing a wide access to culture and education for the general 
public, allowing the company to interact with society and empow-
ering people to participate in social, economic and cultural 
changes. Key elements of this commitment are culture, society, 
education, leisure and economy.

WWW.MIGROS-KULTURPROZENT.CH
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Symposium

Wednesday, 29 March 2017, Tanzhaus Zürich Wasserwerkstrasse 129, Zurich

16:00 Arrival
Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - You are Welcome

16:30 Welcome
Catja Loepfe, Artistic Director Tanzhaus Zürich
Christoph Haering, Head of Performing Arts and Literature, Federation 
of Migros Cooperatives, Directorate of Cultural and Social Affairs
Andreas Rieder, Head of the Federal Bureau for the Equality of 
People with Disabilities

17:00 Presentation
DisAbility on Stage – Stage Lab 2 (CH)
Director: Emanuel Gat, a project of the Institute for the 
Performing Arts and Film and BA Contemporary Dance ZHdK

17:30 Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - You are Welcome

Debate
Emma Gladstone (GB; Artistic Director Dance Umbrella), 
Michael Turinsky (A; artist), Roger Merguin (CH; Artistic 
Director Gessnerallee Zürich); Presentation: Inés Mateos
Can we change the world? Contrasting curatorial approaches 
and artistic practices

18:00 

19:00 Apéro riche
Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - You are Welcome

20:00 Performance
Alessandro Schiattarella (I/CH) - Tell me where it is

21:00 Artist Talk
Alessandro Schiattarella (I/CH)
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB)
Presentation: Inés Mateos
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IntegrART recommends: Milo Rau / Theater HORA / 
Schauspielhaus Zürich Die 120 Tage von Sodom, 1/2 April 
at Programme Commun by Théâtre de Vidy, Lausanne 
(WWW.PROGRAMME-COMMUN.CH)

More information on the symposium and further events 
taking place as part of IntegrART are available online at 
WWW.INTEGRART.CH

Thursday, 30 March 2017, Gessnerallee Zürich Gessnerallee 8, Zurich

09:00 Arrival
Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - ThreeDoubleFourTwo

Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - ThreeDoubleFourTwo

09:30 Lecture
Dr. Gerald Siegmund (D; Professor for Applied Theatre 
Studies, Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen)
Politics of Dance: Possibilities to Think Dance Politically

10:15

Coffee Break11:30

Durational Performance
Noëmi Lakmaier (A/GB) - ThreeDoubleFourTwo

11:30

Open Rehearsal
Theater HORA (CH)
Gott, a collateral collage by Theater HORA, in the framework of 
the long-term project Freie Republik HORA

11:45

Response to the open rehearsal
Dr. Silke Andris (CH; cultural studies scholar and filmmaker)
Political Potential of Collective Work

12:45

Lunch13:00

Building Conversation
Lotte van den Berg (NL)
Building Conversation is run by a collective of artists all in 
their own way fascinated by what happens when we talk with 
each other. Inspired by conversation techniques from all over 
the world they execute and perform different conversations 
together with participants in cities all over Europe.
Conversation 1 - Conversation without words
Inspired by the annual gathering of the Inuits, where 
chieftains sit together for hours at a time, looking at each 
other without saying a word. The intensity that arises when 
you look at each other without saying anything is enormous. 
This conversation lets us see and experience what human 
contact is based on and brings groups together in a very 
direct way.
Conversation 2 - Parliament of Things
Among other things, this council refers to a ritual of the 
Aboriginals, who relate to plants, clouds or a mountain as if 
they were their ancestors. During the Parliament of Things we 
investigate what it means for us Westerners to speak on 
behalf of things, on behalf of nature. Will this remain a 
dualistic relation between people and things, or is it 
conceivable that a different relation will unfold, that we will 
give ourselves a different place in the universe?

10:30 Talk
Dr. Yvonne Schmidt (CH; Senior Researcher, Zurich University of the 
Arts ), Dr. Marita Tatari (D; Research Assistant, Institute for Theatre 
Studies Ruhr-Universität Bochum)
Theatre by and with Actors with Disabilities: Reevaluating the 
Debate about the Political Dimension of Postdramatic Theatre

14:30

max 18:00 End



10:00 -
17:00 Michael Turinsky (A) “Everything you wanted to know about 

crip choreography but were afraid to ask”

Michael Turinsky defines crip choreography as a critical 
artistic practice that takes its departure from the singularity 
of lived experience, its spatial and temporal, affective and 
libidinal facticity. From there it takes a leap towards a 
complexity of ideas relating to disability, politics and/or 
aesthetics. So, it will be about to do both: move and feel as 
well as think and talk. In between we’ll just mess around a 
bit, or rest and relax or follow the dark edge of our sweetest 
dreams. Core issues that will be explored are:

• Affect and representation
• Stillness, slowness and repetition
• Vibration and pulse, regular and irregular
• Shape and image

• Hypervisibility and invisibility
• Negativity and pleasure

The call for participants is open to professionals in the field 
of performance - actors/dancers/performers (with some 
performing experience) with or without physical disability are 
welcome. 
 
The deadline for application is 1ST MARCH 2017. For further 
inquiries please contact SASKIA.KEEL@MGB.CH 

Application: SASKIA.KEEL@MGB.CH, make sure to include: 

• a letter or a video of motivation (max. 500 words or 3 min)  
• a photo (of yourself)
• cv (including date of birth)

 Freihofstrasse 7, ZurichFriday, 31 March and Saturday, 1 April 2017, Media Campus

The symposium will be held in German, English and 
French. Simultaneous interpretation will be available 
for all three languages. Captioning will be available if 
needed.

Please register by 7 March 2017 by visiting: 
WWW.INTEGRART.CH/EN/ONE-SYMPOSIUM
IntegrART will set up a waiting list if necessary. 

The symposium takes place at Tanzhaus Zürich and 
Gessnerallee Zürich statt. Both buildings are 
accessible to wheelchair users. 

CONTACT: SASKIA KEEL 
+41 44 277 20 84 
SASKIA.KEEL@MGB.CH

 

Concept and
realisation 


